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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Number 5,377,514 to Robbins et al. 

Robbins et al. disclose an escutcheon plate assembly for a fire-resistant enclosure (10), 
the enclosure having a drawer (12) with a front panel (the front surface of the enclosure), 
wherein the front panel has an opening (the fimnels within 36, 38, 50 and 52) defined therein, the 
escutcheon plate assembly comprising an escutcheon plate body (24 and 26) adapted to be 
positioned within the opening in the front panel (figure 1); at least one flange (88 and 98) 
extending outwardly from the escutcheon plate body; and a fastening clip (90 and 92) that is 
adapted to be positioned between the front panel and the at least one flange (figures 7 and 8), as 
in claim 1 . 

Robbins et al. also disclose the at least one flange includes first (the majority of flange 88 
and 98) and second portions (the cutout portion of the flange to allow the hook to swing through; 
defined by 100, 102, 104 and 106), wherein the first portion extends outwardly at a first distance 
from the escutcheon plate body (the fiiU distance of the flange), and wherein the second portion 
extends outwardly at a second distance from the escutcheon plate body (figure 10 shows the cut 
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away to allow the movement of the hook), as in claim 2, wherein the first distance is greater than 
the second distance (figure 10), as in claim 3, and the first distance is approximately two times 
greater than the second distance (figure 10), as in claim 4, as well as a slot (the deepest cutout 
portion adjacent 106) is defined in the first portion of the at least one flange, as in claim 5. 

Robbins et al. further disclose the fastening clip has an opening (the space between the 
clip and the wall) defined therein, wherein a snap arm (the base portion of the clip) extends from 
a main body of the fastening clip and is positioned within the opening, and wherein the snap arm 
has a protrusion (the distal end of the clip) extending therefi-om that fits within a snap opening 
(80 and 82) defined in the at least one flange, as in claim 6, wherein the fastening clip further 
includes a ridge (the peripheral edge of the clip) formed along an edge of the fastening clip, as in 
claim 7. 

Robbins et al. additionally disclose the escutcheon plate body has a handle recess (112) 

defined therein, as in claim 8, further comprising a locking assembly (22) coupled with the 
escutcheon plate body, as in claim 9, as well as the escutcheon plate body includes a side edge 
(the peripheral edges of the escutcheon), and wherein the at least one flange extends fi-om the 
side edge (figure 8), as in claim 10, and the at least one flange and the front panel overlap (figure 
1 1), as in claim 11, wherein at least a portion of the at least one flange is positioned adjacent to a 
back surface of the front panel (the flange lays contiguous to the back surface when assembled), 
as in claim 12. 

Robbins et al. also disclose the at least one flange includes an extension wall (the portion 
of the flange that extends orthogonal to the base of the assembly) and an offset wall (the angled 
portion of the flange), wherein the extension wall and the offset wall define a slot (the outer 
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portion of the extension wall), and wherein the slot is adapted to receive the fastening cHp 
(figures 7 and 8), as in claim 13, wherein the extension wall extends in a generally perpendicular 
direction away from a back surface of the front panel (figure 8), and wherein the offset wall 
extends from the extension wall in a direction that is generally parallel to the back surface of the 
front panel (the offset wall extends in a generally orthogonal direction), as in claim 14, and 
where the fastening clip has an opening (the space between the clip and the wall) defined therein, 
wherein a snap arm (the base portion of the clip) extends from a main body of the fastening clip 
and is positioned within the opening defined in the fastening clip, and wherein the snap and has a 
protrusion (the distal end of the clip) extending therefrom that fits within a snap opening (80, 82, 
84 and 86) defined in the offset wall, as in claim 15. 

Robbins et al. fiirther disclose an escutcheon plate assembly (10) for a fire-resistant 
enclosure, the enclosure having a drawer (12) with a front panel (the front surface of the 
enclosure), wherein the front panel has an opening (the funnels within 36, 38, 50 and 52) defined 
therein, the escutcheon plate assembly comprising an escutcheon plate body (24 and 26) adapted 
to be positioned within the opening in the front panel (figure 1); at least one flange (24 and 26) 
including first (the majority of flange 88 and 98) and second portions (the cutout portion of the 
flange to allow the hook to swing through; defined by 100 and 102, 104 and 106), the first 
portion extending outwardly at a first distance from the escutcheon plate body (the full width of 
the flange), the second portion extending outwardly at a second distance from the escutcheon 
plate body (figure 10 shows the cut away to allow the movement of the hook), the first distance 
being greater than the second distance (figure 10), the first portion including an extension wall 
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and an offset wall that define a slot (the deepest cutout portion adjacent to 106); and a fastening 
clip (90 and 92) that is adapted to be positioned within the slot between the front panel and the 
first portion of the at least one flange (figures 7 and 8), as in claim 16. 

Robbins et al. additionally disclose the first distance is approximately two times greater 
than the second distance (figure 10), as in claim 17, and the fastening clip further includes a 
ridge (the peripheral edge of the clip) formed along an edge of the fastening clip, as in claim 18, 
as well as the escutcheon plate body has a handle recess (1 12) defined therein, as in claim 19, 
further comprising a locking assembly (22) coupled with the escutcheon plate body, as in claim 
20, as well as the at least one flange and the front panel overlap (figure 1 1), as in claim 21 . 

Robbins et al. also disclose the extension wall extends in a generally perpendicular 
direction away from a back surface of the front panel (figure 8), and wherein the offset wall 
extends from the extension wall in a direction that is generally parallel to the back surface of the 
front panel (the offset wall extends in a generally orthogonal direction), as in claim 22, as well as 
the fastening clip has an opening (the space between the clip and the wall) defined therein, 
wherein a snap arm (the base portion of the clip) extends from a main body of the fastening clip 
and is positioned within the opening defined in the fastening clip, and wherein the snap and has a 
protrusion (the distal end of the clip) extending therefrom that fits within a snap opening (80, 82, 
84 and 86) defined in the offset wall, as in claim 23. 

Robbins et al. fiirther disclose a fire-resistant enclosure comprising an internal housing 
(the exterior surface of the enclosure) including a front access opening and a rear wall (the 
surface between elements 36, 38, 50 and 52); a front panel (36, 38, 50 and 52) for covering the 
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front access opening of the internal housing, the front panel having an opening (the fiinnels 36, 
38,50 and 52) within defined therein; an escutcheon plate assembly positioned within the 
opening in the front panel, the escutcheon plate assembly having a body (24 and 26) with a 
handle recess (1 12) defined therein; and a rear shell (the raised outer surface of 24) covering at 

least a portion of the rear wall of the internal housing, wherein the rear shell is positioned 
opposite of the front panel, and wherein the rear shell includes a handle recess insert (28), as in 
claim 24. 

Robbins et al. additionally disclose the handle recess insert is integrally formed in the 
rear shell (figure 1), as in claim 25, and the escutcheon plate assembly further comprises at least 
one fiange (88 and 98) extending from the body, wherein the flange has a slot (the inward facing 
surface of the flange) defined therein; and a fastening clip (90 and 92) that is adapted to be 
positioned within the slot, as in claim 26, wherein the at least one flange includes first (the 
majority of flange 88 and 98) and second portions (the cutout portion of the flange to allow the 
hook to swing through; defined by 100 and 102, 104 and 106), wherein the first portion extends 
from the body at a first distance (the frill width of the flange), and wherein the second portion 
extends from the body at a second distance (figure 10 shows the cut away to allow the movement 
of the hook), as in claim 27, and the first distance is greater than the second distance (figure 10), 
as in claim 28, as well as the slot is formed in the first portion of the flange (figures 7 and 8), as 
in claim 29. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 

escutcheon plate assemblies: 

U.S. Patent Number 6,764,148 to Morris et al., U.S. Patent Number 5,603,559 to 
Zemini, U.S. Patent Number 4,893,397 to Hughes, U.S. Patent Number 1,666,486 to 
Brainar et al., U.S. Patent Number 10,661 to Marland, U.S. Patent Application 
Publication Number 2007/0252490 to Cleveland et al., U.S. Patent Application 
Publication Number 2004/01 19380 to Doerflinger et al. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER BOSWELL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7054. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 

supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number for the 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Thomas B Will/ for Patricia Engle Christopher Boswell 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3673 Examiner 

Art Unit 3673 

CJB /cb/ 
March 24, 2009 



